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Though this question of command later involved
a bitter dispute, it was at the time of little moment,
for clouds of smoke obscured the signals so fre-
quently that no complicated maneuver could have
been guided by them, and, as far as concerted ac-
tion was concerned, the whole squadron was under
exactly similar contingent orders from Admiral
Sampson.   As a matter of fact, the thing to do was
so obvious that the subsequent dispute really raged
on the point of who actually gave an order, the
sense of which every one of the commanders would
have executed without order.    If, therefore, the
layman feels some annoyance at such a controversy
over naval red tape, he may have the consolation
of knowing that all concerned, admirals and cap-
tains, did the right and sensible thing at the time.
If there be an exception, it was the curious ma-
neuver of Schley, the commander of the Brooklyn,
who turned a complete circle away from the enemy
after the battle had begun.    This action of his
was certainly not due to a desire to escape, for the
Brooklyn quickly turned again into the fight.   A con-
troversy, too, has raged over this maneuver.   Was
it undertaken because the Brooklyn was about to
be rammed by the Vizcaya, or because  Schley
thought that his position blocked the fire of the